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" ATTENDANCE

Students should strive to be present’ every
day school is in session. All absences and
tardies are entered on each student’s perma-
nent record. At Conestoga Valley, we rec-
ognize the importance of regular attendance
in school as a means of helping students
learn.

EXCUSED ABSENCES

The Conestoga Valley -School - Board,
in accordance with Pennsylvania School
Code considers the following conditions to
constitute reasonable cause for absence
‘from school: illness, college visits (max of
3 days with prior approval), prior approved
trips/vacations, - religious obser-
vance/instruction, death in the family,
required cowrt attendance, & family
emergency®. (*Building principals have the
discretion to excuse up to 5 absences
incurred because of family emergencies.
Principals may ask for an explanation of the
emergency.  Excused absences due to
family emergencies will be deducted from
the 5 days of excused absences permitted
under the vacations & trips provision of this

policy.)

ILLEGAL/UNEXCUSED
ABSENCES

Any absence which is not covered under
the definition of excused absence is classi-
fied as unexcused. For students under age
17 these absences are also illegal.

Dllegal absences are a summary offense ad-
dressed under the Pennsylvania Public
School Code Compulsory Atténdance Law
amended by Act 29 of 1995. As such, pen-
alties (i.e. a fine up to $300.00, a jail sen-
tence up to five days, attend parenting
classes, community service in the school

district of up to six months, etc.) may be.

imposed against parents, gunardians and oth-
ers responsible for truant school children
under the age of seventeen. In cases where
the student is determined to be in violation
of the compulsory attendance law, he/she
will be subject to penalties (i.e. a fine up to
$300.00, assignment to an adjudication al-
ternative program, driver’s license suspen-
sion for 90 days, disposition as dependent
child, etc.)

When a student accumnulates three (3) ille-
gal absences, parents will be sent what is
termed a “First Notice.” Subsequent illegal
absences, will result in prosecution. After
a parent receives a First Notice, they
must contact their child’s guidance coun-

-selor to discuss and develop a plan on how

to improve their child’s attendance,

EXCUSES

Parents must furnish a signed written ex-
planation for all absences, tardies, & early
dismissals. The date and the reason for the
absence, tardiness, or early dismissal are to
be clearly indicated on a school excuse
card. If excuse cards are not received
within 3 days after the student returns to
school, the absences will be considered

- unlawful.

TARDY

Students will be permitted a maximum of 3
unexcused tardies’ -per year without
penalty. For each additional 2 tardies, the
students will be charged. with a half day il-
legal absence. Please note L&mﬁ ﬁm_u;:& tar-
dies are subject to the ooE@EmoQ atten-3
dance laws. (Health care appointments are _
not counted as unexcused E&Em )




